May 2016
Dear Parents,
Summer is on the horizon. That means lazy days, feet in some sand, or on the pool deck, or back porch,
and time to relax and try new things. With that in mind, this year’s summer reading is an exercise for
students in choosing their own learning adventure. They can choose to expand their knowledge of
something they’ve already studied in school, or they can choose a topic that they’ve never had the
opportunity to learn about. In either case, it should be something that holds their interest, and that
they’d be willing to talk about with others.
How will this work?
1. Students will choose a topic area to investigate over the summer, and share that choice with
their advisor via email by May 27.
2. They will choose one book to read that pertains to their chosen topic, and then 3 other sources
of information to further their understanding and appreciation for their topic – documentary,
film, article, podcast, TED talk, etc. The book can be fiction or non‐fiction, and should be an
appropriate reading level for the student. Other sources may be found in school or public
library databases, through searches online, or discussion with family members, mentors, etc.
3. Students will create a bibliography using MLA standard format that includes annotations about
what they learned from each source.
4. Bibliographies will be shared with advisors via email by August 16.
5. Once they’ve read their books and used their other sources, students will prepare a brief
presentation of 2‐3 minutes to share what they learned.
When we return for the 2016‐17 year, there will be one day when advisees meet with mixed age advisee
groups. Each student will have 2‐3 minutes to share with the group what they read, and what they
learned from the reading and other sources. Presentations should focus on the learning, and may
include a critique of the particular book chosen.
Assessment:
A rubric for the bibliography and one for the presentation are attached to this document.
Students who do not adequately complete the summer reading assignment will be placed on hold.
Help for completing summer reading successfully:
1.
2.
3.
4.

Need help identifying interests?
Help finding a book to connect to an interest? Help finding other sources to use?
Need help creating a bibliography?
Need help creating a presentation? (Be bold, venture beyond the PowerPoint)

If your student would like in‐person help, or would like to check out a book, the library will be open on
the following schedule:
Wednesday July 6 from 9‐11 a.m.
Thursday, July 14 from 3‐5 p.m.,
Tuesday, July 19 from 8‐11 a.m.

Monday, July 25 from 11 a.m. ‐1 p.m.
Thursday, July 28 from 5‐7 p.m.

In case you were wondering, here’s a brief explanation of why we changed from one assigned title and
questions, to this format:
Research shows that student reading over the summer is important to keep building skills. It also shows
us that student choice is the best predictor of reading engagement and persistence. By asking students
to take charge of their own learning and reading, we hope to foster lifelong skills and practices, not just
school day compliance. Exploring a new topic can take many forms, and encouraging students to find
multiple resources builds on their personal learning preferences as well as allowing them to exercise
selection and evaluation skills. We encourage families to get involved with the summer learning and
reading as well. Make your own investigation of a topic you’ve been curious about, or delve deeper into
some hobby or interest that’s been hovering on the edges of your mind. Questions? Suggestions?
Contact librarian Monica Williams‐Mitchell williamsmitchellmm@elderhs.net
Best wishes for a relaxing and enjoyable summer!

Assistant Principal
Dean of Academics

School Librarian

See following pages for example bibliography and rubrics
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